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Ards add the VWrays } |

Alter the suppression of the great Hebellion in the redgn of
Queen Elizabeth more than a half million acres of land in the north
of Ireland were at the disposal of the English Crown. The whole county
01 Donegal fell to the King after the later insurrection of 3ir Jshir
O'Doherty (a Donegal chieftain) which was Suppressed in 1606, it this
time, five other northern counties suffered the ssme fate - Iyrone,
Derry, Fermanagh, Cavan and Armagh, 350 the way was clear for the
Flantation of Ulster which took place in 1610: =English add Scotish
setilers were givea land in Ulster, aad men who were eolders of fortune,
professional adventurers or cadsts of good families for the most part
became the masters of huge tracts of land in the north of lIreland. fany
of them found their way into Donegal, and may Dbe distinguished into two
Kinds: 1)those who arrived on the suppression of ¢'Donnell's rebellion
&% the end of Eligzabeth's reigny 2)those who setiled under Jumes 1 in
1610. The former were almost all of English descent, whereas the latter
were Scotiish. 1In Donegal the chief families of the former were the -

srookes, the Harts of Doe (Castle, the Sampsons, and the Wrays of Castle

‘ray sol Ards. Sampson has a vast tract of wild mountain range lying

on the sea, and now comprehending Horn Head and Ards.

Litile is known of John ¥Wray of Carnegilla, the first Wray to come
to Donegal. He was probably one of the Wrasys of Ashby; formerly of Ium
Surham, the family woved to Glemworth ia Yorkshire. He probably came
o0 Ireland at the end of the sixteenth ceatury and was assigned (or
bougnt) 1000 aecres of Carnegilla near letterkenny. He was an alderman
in the first corporation im Derry mnd was later Mayor of that city.

He and his wirfe, Frances, had U children, of whom the eldest son, Henry,
succeeded to the estate. Johm died in 1624, PFenry got a further
grant from the Crown in 1639 of lands, afterwards called Castle WIay, 1
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-near Lough Swilly together with free fishing in that vast fiord. He
probably died while on military service, and his memorisl tablet in
Letterkenny Church paye tribute to his &ax worth: "Et Juste et Vrya,"

He died in 1652 survived by his wife, Zlizabeth Gore, and 6 children.
Henry Wray's son was William Wray who was living in Jastle Wray in 1689,
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Wise and predent, he was bent on improving the w estate: he did no%

40 against King James's army at Derry in 1689, though many of the Lonegal
gentry did. On the aceesaion of James 11 in 1688, ne was listed for

high treason ad and he fled with his family to Chestsr. Then followed

the siege of Derry on the 30th June 1659 and on the lst July King William®
success ut the batle of the Foyne. And ¥williasa returned to spend the
next ten years at Castle Wray. Around 1700, William's elder brother
married and took over the Wray eatates so0 that Willleam had to move.

and so it happened that William Wray bought 5,500 =eres of land
between Dunfanaghy add Doe from william Sampson. Jiis firs ¢ wife had
been Ann Sampson and it was from her family he now purcnased this estate.
She had died inl678. It was the Sampsons too who later sold the x pro-
monotory of Horn Head to ir. Stewmrdjﬁwkﬁ&_so the singularly wild,
romantic and beautiiul estate of Ards came to the possession of Williiam
Wray. He and his second wife, Angel Galbraith, lived the O'Boyle's |
éaa@;g. manor house of Ffore, known as Wray Castle, which is situated
b;;weeu Dunfanaghy and Portnablagh. At Ards, William built Ards House
which was to be them property of the son by his sec¢cnd maz:iabegaﬁose
mame was Humphrey. Burke, in his "Viéiaaituaes of Families" thus
describes the house: "a good and large mansion on & sunany bank facing
the sweet South, and running down to meet the purple rocks, and white
strands and clear blue waters of Sheepheven; a&ud here he (W.iray of
Castle ¥ray? lived in a princely wgy, amidst his woods and pleasurs
grounds and many retainers, enjoying a climate like that of Ltaly foxr
softness, where, sheltered from the North and Bast, the myrtlesz and
geraniums grow richly in tue open air, and beds of rhodendrons and

fuchsias stretch down to meet the kisses of the salt sea."

Inl710 William died and his widow erected to his menory a murai
tablet in Cloanderhorky Church (etill observable among the ruins.y He is
buried in this chureh. iHis widow, Angel, survived him by 27 years.

Humphrey married Ann Zrooke of Co. Fermanggh in 1700 and went to live
in the newly completed house called Ards. At that time only the froant
portion of the house and the outbuildings where the drive now runs esisted.
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Humphrey was High Sheriff for Co. E Donegal ia 1715 and of his marriage
with Ann were born three sons and ive daughters. Humphery died ¢. 1723
at the sge of 43. He must have been a careful man as he left his son
& vast estute, something little short of a prineipality in tverritorial
extent,

Their son, "0ld ¥william Wray of Ards," is the remembered hero of
many & strange recital mingled with a hue of sorrow for his fallen
fortunes, and a romantic interest in nis having been the last of the old
branch of the Wrays, that reigned and ruled at beautiful Aris for so
20ng & time., William was about 15 yesrs ild when he inherited the estate.
The care or the young boy waes probably entrusted to motaer and grandmother.
He was put to schoel to the HRev. Mr. MeMullan in Dublin who kept an
academy ior young gentlewen., This lasted until he entered Trinity Jollege
in 1726, aged 18. When he returned from Trinity he lived tnereafter at
Ards., Le added to the house, and planted many trees. About 1733 (aged
about 25, he married Mary Anne ccniéhum: and they had one son &nd five
daugnters - "the lilies of Ards.” Burke in his “"Vicissitudes of Families®
devoties a chapter of his book te a raey account of the last VWray of irds.

In Xrds, a veritable oasis in the wilds of Ucnegal, William ruled
in feudal state, and with an sssumption of power which his neighbours
seemed to allow him, He had & kind heart, un long purse, a high step,
&nd &an open hand. He wais profuse, proud, energetic; Jjealous, stately,
nospitable, eccentric znd exclusive., Tradtion tells us he had twenty
stalls in his staocles, kepil ready for the horses of his guests, and
twenty covers on his table for their masters. At that time there existed
only one road from Letierkenny, the frontier town, to Ards. It was a
road mude by William Wray himself and with such zeal that he caused his
labourers %o work @t it all night by torchlight. It rune straight up
and over Lough 3alt (a mountain about 1500 feet high).He paved most of
it with square flags, and set up huge milestones all along it, and
resting-places, a8 trophies of his engineering prowess. When the guests 4
who were invited %o Ards arrived &t Kilmacrensn, a village at the foot

of the mountain, the postilion unyoked the horses sni replaced them




with bul;bcxa, and these animals were regularly supplled by william

Wray. 30 the amimals slowly dragaged the carriages up the great jOuntsll;
As the carriages emerged at the other side Of Lough Salt and became
visible to the northern region teneath, tradition has At toat the Master
at Ards from his mam own lawn took & telescppic observuation at a
distance of 14 miles, and, reckoning the journey would not take less

than 4 hours, Le ordered a dimner accordingly. ©Sueh was his punctuality.
A modern traveller and & descendant of the VWrays, Charolette V. lrench,
traversed *"Auld Sullie Yruy's road,"™ as it is etill known among the older

people, by WOLOr—-Car. She thus describes the view of Airds from the top
of Louzh Salt: "In the centre of all this bewitching besuty, Arde House
gleamed white from amongst the dark woods, =s 1t were the very eye of

she picture, and I Telt it wes no wonder that William Wray could not¥
resist making & road over this inaccessible mountalin, to see and to show
a marvellous view of glorious country that all belonged to him ..." (Cf
"The wrays of Donegal® C.V. Trench: D,U.F. 1945). The milestones were

7 feet high and 4 feet broad and the last of them were still standing

in 1530. He made another road over mongorry wountain between Letterkeanny
end Kaphoe with incredible trouble and cost; now 1t is used ocaly by
cattle~drivers. 7The road is notable for its straightness.

He was dignified in appegrance and manner. One day in Lifford in
the Grand Jury-Foom, & young fop, wishing to know the time, said: "And,
what are you, Sir7?" William struck the ground with his gold<headed
cane and answered: "I sam %illium Wray of Ards, S5ir." In a storm he

Allium
would allow fishermen to anchnor their boats to his tress under ihe
windows. He was good to the poor and he donated thep land for Doe Chapel
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gratis and sent five horse loads of wattles to pale it in.

0f hie five daughters, four were married into good fauiliss. With
relatives and servants coming to Ards, pecuniary difficulties were soon
felt. Has generous nature let him into troublie aad eveniual ruin., Ius
it must be Suiu that there was nothing coarse or viecious in the extrava-
gance which beggared the Master Of Ards -~ for ne was a Thorough gentleman.
Their only son, William, probgbly the youngest child, Was bora in 1741
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mauoa bedween him wnd Captain Stewart of
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in 1700, aad purchased Horn Head promontory
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g in 1693, called Ards "perhaps one of the

mtn of Ireland.” At that time the owner of Ards,

m married to Lady Isabella Toler, Mﬁr

s ,.Murd mﬁhry. He wes a non-resident land-owner but

5o wben Gwynn, writing in 1839 thus deseribes m
- yﬂnto demense i have seen ... if & compsay ml.d

k .lt the use or J@r“ & hotel, it would be the most fascinating place ‘E

in Irelsnd. If St were in 3cotland it would be competed for by
lﬁliéuiua; there would be s yacht i the bay, = boat %0 XYOW you .

L uron to Lmhsh." In 1866 Stewart of Ards purchased Doe (astle.
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~ Where is now the old Ardes with its feudal splendour,
The pomp and power, the pride and elan?

‘the snows or the summer dews tender,

un, mqa i;ut the 01d Metal lian.
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l'u the chant of the friars is heard at the dawning,
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28 80d 00t live at ixds butl the Stewart home in Uo. ¥owan., 4at he
& ORme out of the oarme stahle. *he ssecund and third a0uas oL She firatd

Alexgnder Stewvart vere Antermsyyied with the Vandeleuss of BO. “owWn -

opponentu of O'Cennell




